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THE OPEN NATURE  
OF THE FRENCH ECONOMY

OPEN 
TO FOREIGN 
ENTERPRISE
More than 30,000 French 
companies have operations 
abroad, while more than 
22,000 foreign companies 
have invested in France in 
job-creating activities. 

I n  2 0 1 6 ,  F r a n c e  w a s 
Europe’s third leading 
recipient of job-creating 
foreign investment, and the 
leading destination by 
project numbers of job-
creating investment in 
industry. (EY, 2017)

France is the tenth largest 
recipient in the world of 
FDI stocks after the United 
States, China, the United 
K ingdom,  S ingapore , 
Canada, Ireland, Nether-
lands, Switzerland and Ger-
many. (UNCTAD, 2017)

21 foreign investment deci-
sions were confirmed every 
week in France during the 
last year. (Business France)

29 of the world’s top 500 
companies are French, 
while 28 are German and 
26 are British. (Fortune Glo-
bal 500, 2016)

OPEN TO FOREIGN 
TALENTS
France has a high propor-
tion of international stu-
dents: 40% of students 
enro l led  in  advanced 
research  programs  in 
France are foreign nation-
als. (OECD) 

France is home to more 
than 310,000 foreign stu-
dents, making it the fourth 
leading destination in the 
world. (Campus France)

A MAJOR 
CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE FRENCH 
ECONOMY
According to data from 
INSEE, foreign subsidiaries: 

• employ 11% of France’s 
workforce and provide jobs 
for 21% of manufacturing 
sector employees in France;

• generate 16% of all tur-
nover in France (25% in the 
manufacturing sector);

• generate 30% of al l 
French exports (34% in the 
manufacturing sector);

• undertake 21% of all 
business enterprise R&D 
expenditure in France. 
(French Ministry for Primary, 
Secondary and Higher Edu-
cation and Research, 2016)



THE ATTRACTIVENESS
OF THE FRENCH ECONOMY

MARKET SIZE
With a GDP of US$2,463 bil-
lion at current prices, France 
is the world’s sixth largest 
economy in 2016 after the 
United States, China, Japan, 
Germany and the United 
Kingdom. (IMF, 2017)

The second largest market in 
Europe with a population over 
65 million. (Eurostat, 2017)

The first leading fertility rate 
in Europe. (Eurostat, 2017)

France’s location offers easy 
access to EMEA markets. 
Paris-Charles de Gaulle is 
ranked second by passenger 
numbers after London Hea-
throw and first for cargo in 
Europe, while Paris-Le Bour-
get is Europe’s leading 
business airport. (Airports 
Council International, ADP, 
2016)

A LAND 
OF ENTERPRISE
France is a very buoyant 
market: 77 438 net enterprise 
creation. 

The number of startups in 
France is estimated to be 
9,400. In Paris, 2,000-2,600 
tech startups are estimated.

In 2017, the Paris venture 
capital industry leads with 
€2.7 billion funds raised, vs. 
€2.3 billion in the UK. 

France has seen a marked 
improvement in cost com-
petitiveness across the 
French economy in 2016. For 
2016, hourly labor costs in 
French industry (€38.5) were 
lower than in Germany (€41). 
(Eurostat, 2016)

A Booming Startup Eco-
system: OVH raised €250 
billion in 2016, French star-
tup Oodrive raised €65 bil-
lion in 2017, Vestiaire Col-
lective raised €58 billion led 
by the British VC Vitruvian 
in 2017.

The “French Tech Ticket”, a 
welcome pack for foreign 
entrepreneurs founding their 
start-up in France.

HIGHLY QUALIFIED, 
PRODUCTIVE 
WORKFORCE 
France is ranked seventh in 
the world for hourly labor 
productivity. (Conference 
Board 2017)

In 2016, hourly productivity 
in manufacturing industry in 
France grew 2.8%, a higher 
figure than in the European 
Union (up 0.5%). (Conference 
Board 2017)

23 French establishments in 
the global rankings of the 
90 best Management Mas-
ter’s degree programs, 

includ ing three of the top 
10: HEC (2nd), ESSEC (5th) 
and ESCP Europe (6th).

A LAND OF 
INNOVATION
More than 50% of all jobs in 
France are in science and 
technology,  requi r ing 
advanced qualifications. 
(Eurostat)

The French tax system offers 
the most generous R&D tax 
treatment in the world, 
thanks to France’s research 
tax credit. (OECD)

With 94 companies in the 
2016 Deloitte Technology 
Fast 500 EMEA, France 
outstripped all its European 
counterparts as the leading 
country for fast-growing 
technology companies in 
Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa.

France is also the third lea-
ding country in the Top 100 
Global Innovators, with 
10 French entities among 
the 100 most innovative 
organizations in the world. 
They include three research 
centers (CNRS, CEA, IFP 
Energies Nouvelles) and 
seven companies (Alcatel- 
Lucent, Alstom, Arkema, 
Safran, Saint-Gobain, Thales 
and Valeo) .  (Clar ivate 
Analytics)
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Business France is the national agency supporting the international 
development of the French economy.

Responsible for fostering export growth by French businesses, as well as promoting 

and facilitating international investment in France, it promotes France’s companies, 

business image and nationwide attractiveness as an investment location, and also 

runs the VIE international internship program. 

Business France has 1,500 personnel, both in France and in 64 countries throughout 

the world, who work with a network of public- and private-sector partners. 

For further information, please visit: www.businessfrance.fr

Business France  
77, boulevard Saint-Jacques  

75680 Paris Cedex 14 

Tel.: +33 (0)1 40 73 30 00 

Fax: +33 (0)1 40 74 73 27


